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For the Methudist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 


Dorchester county, July 29, 1830. 


Dear Brother,—We are doing well in this 
county, considering the powerful opposition we 
have to contend against. The Lord is gra- 
ciously pouring out his spiriton the people. We 
have one house erected for the worship of God; 
and expect shortly to have another. We are 
forming classes and trying with all our souls to 
do good; and we lope to see the salvation of 
God go forth as brightness, and his glory as a 
lamp that brightly burneth—and the people who 
are yet in darkness brought to enjoy the marvel- 
ous light of the gospel of Christ, and saved 
from their sins. Our old friends in this part 
appear to possess the spirit of persecution to 
great extent—but this does not move us. We 
know that the spirit of persecution is not the 
spirit of Christ, and to return evil for evil is not 
a scriptural direction. We often pity them and 
pray for them while they are persecuting and 
speaking evil of us. We are trying to cherish 
good will, and preach down the spirit of anti- 
christ; the people feel the force of this holy ex- 
ample, and the scales are daily falling from their 
eyes; and I believe the day is not far distant 
when the vail shall be withdrawn, and the peo- 
ple will see clearly the things that work for their 
peace. Yours, Sam’t L. Raw eicu. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 


East River, Matthews county, Aug. 12, 1832, 


Dear Brother,—Our camp meeting for this 
circuit closed on Wednesday morning, 8th inst. 
The congregations to the very last were good. 
On the Sabbath we had several thousand of our 
most intelligent citizens to hear the gospel 
preached; which was done in demonstration of 
the Spirit of God, and accompanied with mighty 
power to the hearts of nearly all who attended. 
There were many awakened and convinced of 
the necessity of religion—many convicted of 
sin and became public mourners, and about 40 
conversions, (some thought there were more, ) 
and 21 mourners left, at the close of the meet- 
ing. All was harmony, peace and love. No 
misbehaviour of any kind was seen; and so at- 
tractive was the preaching, that the people still 
continued on the ground, notwithstanding 
the frequent alarms of cholera, cholera, in the 
camp, (which were false.) Mary of the Episco- 
pal Methodist brethren united with us in these 
labors of love, and one or two preachers, two 
highly esteemed Baptist preachers, labored faith- 
fully and usefully; and about 200 females and 
100 males, besides about 20 colored persons, 
partook with us of the Lord’s Supper; and the 
different denominations present cordially united 
with us in love-feast on Monday, which was an 
affecting spectacle, to the hundreds who wit- 


nessed it. In short, I never saw a better camp, 


| 


meeting, although I have seen more converts in 
the same time, but more brotherly kindness and 
friendly feeling in so large a congregation, I 
have never seen before; and this is the general 
opinion. One or two valuable members, heads 
of families, have united with us since the meet- 
ing, although I have not yet given the invitation 
common upon such occasions. Our prospects 
as achurch are more and more encouraging, 
as our principles and practices are better or 
more fully understood. That the good Lord 
may revive his work every where, and give us 
still larger measures of his grace, with suitable 
dispositions for its improvement, shall be the 
continued prayer of, Yours affectionately, 
Mires Kine, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Alexandria, Aug. 15, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Since my last, we have be- 
held no diminution of interest on the part of 
the people. Our meetings have been continued 
as before, every night; (Saturday nights except- 
ed,) and on every occasion the Spirit of God 
has convinced and converted souls. ‘The num- 
ber of persons who have asked for probationary 
privileges since the commencement of this great 
work, now numbers ninety-two, making an ad- 
dition of 51 or 52 since I last wrote. The 
Lord is still carrying on this good work. One 
remarkable instance of the triumphs of grace 
occurred at our love-feast last Sabbath morning. 
A young man, deaf and dumb, professed to find 
peace with God. He had previously been up 
at the altar twice or thrice. The brethren who 
were with him, were well pleased with the in- 
dications he gave of his conversion. I regret 
that you were unable to be with us at our love- 
feast—it was certainly a time of gracious and 
overwhelming influence. We are much in 
want of help. Yours sincerely, 


L. R. Reese. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
ARKANSAS TERRITORY. 


Cane Hill, Washington Co. July 4, 1332. 


Dear Brother,—Reform is doing well in 
Washiggton. We held a two days’ meeting 
near this place, which commenced on Saturday 
last. It was truly a time of refreshing from the 
Lord. Five persons joined society—one preach- 
er and two members from the old church, one 
by letter from the Presbyterian church, and one 
from the world. We have a class of nearly fifty 
members here, and one candidate for the minis- 
try, B. T. Nowlin, who is a man of high re- 
spectability. 

All is peace and love. Our meetings are at- 
tended with signal displays of the goodness and 
mercy of God, and yet some of our old masters 
in the old school are so vain, as to predict, that 
reform will finally fall, and we will be compelled 
to return to our former places in the church from 
whence we came. If we could believe this 


prophecy, it would be afllictive to our feelings 
But many false prophets are gone into the world 
and have deceived many, but we know not the 
vojce of strangers. Many of us have long lived 
in a state of vassalage, but Christ and mutual 
rights have made us free, and we feel no dispo- 
sition to be entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. But God being our helper, we stand 
unshaken in the faith, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. Yours, ce. | 


Josern Sexton. 


From the Methodist Correspondent. 


Messrs. Editors,—Having ebtained help of 

God, [have been enabled to finish my contem- 

lated tour through the Ohio district. After 
eaving Cincinnati, [ proceeded to West-Union 
Quarterly Meeting, Eagle Circuit, second Sa- 
turday and Sunday in June. ‘That meeting be- 
gan, continued, and ended well. ‘The Lord was 
with us of a truth. The word took effect.— 
Christians were happy. Sinners were awaken- 
ed. Mourners were comforted; and the gener- 
al impression was certainly good. Some of the 
M. E. brethren attended with us, and seented tu 
enjoy the meeting very well—much better I ex- 
pect, than at their own church,for they are with 
us in sentiment, and for consistency’ sake shoul: 
be with us in practice too. Six members were 
receivea into the fellowship of the church— 
some of them were from the old establishment, 
others are expected. According to information 
received from brother William Hashes the Su- 
perintendent,Magle Circuit is advancing consid- 
erably.’ On Monday [ went home with my broth- 
er Richard Brown, whom I had not seen for 
eight years—he isa reformer iu principle, and 
will be so in practice, 80 soon as arrangements 
can be made, to organize a Society near hinwan 
Brown County. On Tuesday I preached in 
Georgetown. Wednesday at Aid’s. ‘Thursday 
at Hillsborough. Congregations were large,ani 
the Master of assemblies was with us. 1 am 
confident that good was done in the name of the 
Lord. By refusing me the use of their house 
in Hillsborough, our old side brethren cuite un- 
intentionally increased my Congregation in the 
Presbyterian house, which was very kindly 
yranted us on that occasion. So will hard-heart- 
ed, sectarian bigotry, always defeat itself. Be- 
ing pressingly solicited, I left an appointment, 
and filled it on my way from Xenia to Highland. 
{am very confident that our cause has some val- 
uable friends in that rezion—time will yet de- 
cide the secret. Lam persuaded that a society 
can be formed in, or near Hillsborough, of goud 
substantial materials. 

Our Quarterly meeting at Xenia commenced 
on Friday night,with a prayer meeting in the new 
meeling house. In the town and circuit our cause 
ig rising—still may it rise—Brother Sanford is 
very laborious, and I hope the Holy One of Is- 
rael will yet more abundantly bless his minis- 
tenga! effurts.—On the 4th Saturday and Sunday 
in June the Highland Quarterly meeting began 
at brother Larkin’s—we held it in the woods 
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from the beginning—Our congregations were 
very large, attentive, and sometimes much af- 
fected; seven joined the Church, and there were 
a number more,who came in the evening to join, 
but did not, for want of an opportunity—this 
meeting should have continued another day— 
but my own appointments, with the 
family afflictions of brother Dolby the Superin- 
tendent, prevented.—This circuit prospers—in 
the nei borhood where the Q. meeting was 
held, the class three in number, in the com- 
mencement of the year, is now nearly filty 
members strong. The two days’ meeting on 
Concord circuit, embracing the 1st Sunday in 
July,was held at brother Dobbins’,—In that re- 

ion there is but little competition—on Satur 
day the barn was full to overflowing—it was 
filled again on Sunday oe me by our love- 
feast—on Sunday we went to the woods—there 
was an immense multitude of people during 
preaching;and at the administration of the Lord’s 
supper, a gracious influence rested upon the as- 
sembly—this was the case in the morning meet- 
ing—Aye, and on Saturday in the day time,and 
at night—the general impression was fine—ma- 
ny sought and some found the Lord—about twen- 
ty were formed into a class—this is the begin- 
ning of Protestant Methodism in this neighbor- 
hood—Brother Dobbins is now assisted by Bro. 
Dolby, father of the before mentioned preacher, 
by that name—these two old men, are both very 
popular and useful. Concord is advancing finely 
under their ministrations. 


On the 7th and 8th of July we held a two 
days meeting on Champaign circuit, 4} miles 
from Urbana, in a Baptist meeting house. The 
crowd was great indeed, but wo lea nv woods 
at Hand, to resort to, for room, shade, and good 
air. The house was far too small—this militat- 
ed against us. Preaching seemed to be well re- 
ceived on both days—lovefeast and sacrament 
were good,and there were a number of mourners. 
All things considered, we had an encouraging 
meeting. ‘The tender of religion, and of reli- 

ious liberty, su fervently made in the name of 
the Lord, and listened to with so much apparent 
delight, will hardly be soon forgotten in that re- 
ion. Bros. Ryan and Henkle are faithful la- 
rers; somewhat successful, and much beloved 
by the people. On Monday evening, at Urbana, 
in the Presbyterian meeting house (the M. E. 
house having been refused) I laid before a large 
congregation (large considering the notice) what 
I considered to be the true rational and scrip- 
tural principles of a christian fellowship. Bigot- 
ed christians are numerous, and should hear 
such subjects once a month, until they are en- 


tirely cured. 


The time of our little Camp meeting near 
Springfield at length arrived—it included the 
third Sunday in July. Harvest was in our way— 
however, on Friday evening we commenced with 
a few to worship in the woods, the God of our 
Fathers. On Saturday our tents increased to 
about 12, and there were many wagons. On 
Sunday the crowd was immense. Order upon 
the whole was pretty good until Sunday night. 
at which time there was a little rude behaviour. 
From all I could learn, the word preached was 
well received through the meeting. On Monday 
morning, by request, I delivered a lecture on 
the controversy,to those who yet remained; and 


I think about one dozen joined the church. This, 
however, is not to be taken as the entire fruit 
of our camp meeting—harvest had called two 
no 


thirds of our people home; these will Join 
doubt another day; besides all this, God’s chil- 


be forgotten before the Lord—all shall be re- 


blessed; this was of immense value; I do hope | 
brother Moses M. Henkle may strengthen his 
little station in Springfied, somewhat, from the 
fruits of this Camp-meeting—the kindness of 
the brethren in that region will be long in my 
remembrance, and not acup of cold water shall 


warded. 

On my return to this place (Pittsburgh,) my 
soul was overwhelmed with gratitude tothe Giv- 
er of all good; my family were in good health; 
the friends generally well. The Allegheny meet- 
ing house, I think 60 by 45 feet two stories 1s 
now finished. The house in this city is 76 by 
63 feet with galleries and a basement story Is 
under pretty good headway. My brethren in 
the Lord still holding fast their integrity—my 
own life and health preserved while I have tra- 
velled about two thousand six hundred and 
twenty miles by land and water, besides almost 
incessant preaching by day and by night. Our 
good cause is rising in all places where I have 
been, (with one or two exceptions,) and the 
prospects of still more abundant increase at our 
Camp-meetings; all these things taken together, 
and much more not here set down, have deeply 
impressed my heart with — love to Al- 
mighty God, for his abundant mercies to my- 
self and family, and to our infant Zion in this 
and other places. 

I think the prospect is pretty fair for a good- 
ly number of additional laborers at our approach- 
ing conference. Should our expectations in this 
respect be realized, I hope the conference will 
be duly impressed with the importance of send- 
ing out into Kentucky, Indiana, and the north 
western part of Ohiomaye, and Illinois too,some 
efficient missionaries, men of the best ministe- 
rial qualifications, who, in all places after preach- 
ing a few times, can explain our principles to 
the people; this is very desirable, and would 
open our way, if done prudently, much faster 
than our paper can. _[ am, &c. 

Gronce Brown, 


Pittsburgh, Penn. August 2, 1832. 


From the same. 


Messrs. Editors,— Without ceremony, on the 
subject, I will communicate to you the true state 
of this circuit; and I believe, { hazard nothing 
in saying, that every circumstance considered, 
Eagle circuit is inferior tc none within the 
bounds of the Ohio District in point of piety. 
The circuit embraces large boone of territory, 
extending from the East-fork of the little Miami, 
including a large portion of the counties of 
Highland, Brown, Adams, and a small skirt of 
Clinton. The want of ministerial aid, being so 
remote from other circuits, and but few preach- 
ers within its own bounds, has militated against 
us, and jastiy, the inability of him who has had 
the superintendence of this circuit for the two 
last years; encumbered as he is, and has been, 
with the care of a large family, with no means 
for their support, but the small pittance raised 
by the few benevolent souls in connexion with 
us, and those friendly to our cause. Yet not- 
withstanding all these difficultiesand many more 
equally gloomy and discouraging, The Lord 
of hosts has been with us, and the God of Jacob 
has been our refuge,—therefore, through Him 
we shall do valiantly; for He, it is, that shall 
tread down our enemies.” The few who first 
stepped forth in the ranks of reform, and boldly 
marched up “to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty,” have continued steadfast, immovable 


dren enjoyed the meeting, and were abundantly 


ble foes. Our increase since our last Annual 
Conference is forty; about one half of them 
from nature’s quarry; the balance from the Old 
fellowship. At our third Quarterly meeting held 
in West Union, the 9th and 10th of June, Bro. 
G. Brown was with us; we had a precious time; 
one soul was converted and six united with us in 
church fellowship. Here we have menand wo- 
men of firmness, of piety; of candor and sterl- 
ing integrity; they have shrunk from no duty, 
their houses and purses have been open and free 
from the first in the support of our cause, for 
which I pray that Heaven may reward them.— 
We lately had a good time at a two days’ meet- 
ing held at the house of Bro. S. Haslam; two 
united in society. In a word, our cause is ad- 
vancing, though slow, yet steadily, and the most 
of those uniting with us appear to be members 
of firmness oad piety. Very respectfully, 

Hucuey. 


Lynchburg, Ohio, July 20, 1832. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A PLEA FOR THE METHODIST P. CHURCH. 


(NO. III.) 


Since we and our cause have been expelled 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, her offi- 
cial powers have been adding insult to injury.— 
We are stigmatized as Heretics,Schismatics,and 
Radicals, who are not entitled to the rights and 
privileges of our common christianity, and who 
are not to be acknowledged as belonging to the 
great family of the Redeemer. We are utterly ex- 
cluded from their social meetings, and from their 
pulpits; nor will they condescend to worship 
with us, or accept the right hand of fellowship, 
when it is cordially offered unto them. They 
have tried to prevail on all other denominations 
to treat usin the same way, and have deeply re- 
gretted their want of success. All this treat- 
ment, and more, we have received from a peo- 
ple who make louder professions of Christian 
holiness, than any other denomination in the 
land! And this they have done, simply because 
we would try to serve the Lord in another way, 
after they refused to let us do it in their way!— 
First single out certain individuals for expul- 
sion, according to the ingenious calculations of 
political manceuvre, and then pursue a war of 
extermination against the whole of us, because 
we would not humbly and ‘‘reverently” submit 
to the act! 


These are facts which will yet look them in 
the face; and facts which, notwithstanding their 
present exultation, in the possession of num- 
bers, wealth and power,the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is destined to feel in future years. They 
may again call the whole of this slander, as they 
have already done in the first number of their 
Quarterly Review; but on this ground we take 
our stand against the Episcopal power of Meth- 
odism; and when the acuteness of their man- 
agement can no longer prevent our having a fair 
hearing, it will be evinced that there is nothing 
slanderous in the publication of sober truth, ard 
incontrovertible realities. | 


Why do the ministers of the M. E. Church 
carefully avoid all intercourse with us in minis- 
terial services and gospel ordinances? Why do 
they enjoin on their ministers not to preach for 
us, and make ita common rule to exclude min- 
isters of other denominations from the privilege ~ 
of their pulpits, who are known to have occu- 


and unshaken; firm as an impregnable wall a- 


gainst all the darts hurled at them by implaca-! 


pied ours? Why do they labor, by a course of 
secret drilling, to prevent their members from 
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everattending our ministry? Do not these things, 
in connection with all their other movements, 
amount to a full and official declaration to the 
whole world, that they refuse to acknowledge 
our independence, or to own us as belonging to 
the church of Jesus Christ? If so, they deter- 
mine to perpetuate the war; and they officially 
declare, by their course of action, that it shall 
be a war of extermination. We have to con- 
tend for our /ife, as a Christian community.— 
They admit of no terms of compromise,or even 
of an armistice: but insist that we shall abso- 
lutely surrender at discretion, by disbanding our 
forces, and ownigg that their august act of ex- 
pulsion had authority enough in it to unchristian 
us, and to unchristian any community we can 
possibly raise to the end of the world. This is 
the plain language of their official movements; 
and some of their preachers have been known 
so to represent the matter; and to impress the 
sentiment on the minds of their people, that 
whatever might be the talents of our ministry, 
or the uprightness of our members, we were not 
to be regarded qs in a safe condition, because we 
were out of the church. 


Now if they claim to have the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, so that their expelling pow- 
er can bind down to perdition all who come un- 
der its stroke, and can expel a whole church out 
of the Christian pale, and keep it expelled to 
the end of the world—Let them tell the com- 
munity how they got hold of a stronger or bet. 
ter authority, than that which expelled Martin 
Luther from the church, three hundred years 
ago. If they hold to the force of ecclesiastical 
power, in the popish sense, they must own that 
the church of England, and consequently all 
the Methodists, are a set of expelled heretics, 
who cannot be regarded as being in a safe con- 
dition, because they are out of the church. 

What are the principles, distinctively, which 
we have labored to support against such a deter- 
mined force of opposition? They are the follow- 
ing: first, that ministers and members of the 
church have a right, the exercise of which is 
beneficial to the community, to examine for 
themselves, and to publish their sentiments,eith- 
er on doctrine or discipline, so long as they do 
not violate any rule of the government under 
which they live. This, and this only, is the 
right which we used, and for the use of which 
many of our friends were expelled from the 
Methodist E. Church. : 

Secondly, we contend that the church has no 
just authority to prohibit this privilege in any 
man; and that the course of expulsions in the 
M. E. Church, above referred to, was anti-chris- 


tian in principle, and a plain departure from. 


moral obligation. | 

Thirdly, we believe as much liberty ought to 
be secured to the whole body of christians, as 
will accord with a wholesome and energetic ad- 
ministration; and consequently, that the mem- 
bers of the church ought to have their represen- 
tutives in the highest deliberative assembly, un- 
less it can be fairly shewn, that such a repre- 
sentation 1s unscriptural or inconsistent with a 
righteous and safe administration. 

Fourthly, we believe all ecclesiastical officers, 
call them bishops or what you please, ought to 
be made so far responsible to the body, by the 
explicit provisions of the government, that the 
body shall have legal power to arrest their pro- 
gress, in case they make attempts to exercise 
despotic authority, and to effect the destruction 
of Christian liberty. 

Fifthly, we believe the spiritof popery arises 
from strong tendencies in human nature; that all 
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churches are alike partakers of human nature; 
and that it is wrong for the members of any 
community to be deprived of sufficient pow- 
er to guard against this spirit; and ridiculous for 
them to be-called upon to take for granted that 
all danger is excluded by the infallible wisdom 


and purity of their ministry, through their suc- 


ceeding generations. ‘This pretension was es- 


tablished in former ages, for the very fay va. of 


perpetuating ccclesiastical despotism to the end 


of the world. 

These are the chief points on which we are 
at issue with that denomination from whom we 
have lately seceded, and many of whose minis- 
ters and members are now ardently desiring the 
privilege and power to frown us into oblivion. 

And suppose we are mistaken in some,or even 
in all the above positions;—is there no way for 
our mistakes to be removed, but by that course 
of intrigue and violence, which we have been 
made to feel? 

We cannot divest ourselves of the conviction, 
that the studied course of policy, which in mod- 
ern times is becoming as common in the eccle- 
siastical as in the political ranks, has a vast 
amount of deceit in the heart of it, and is in a 
high degree destructive to pure and undefiled 
religion. It ought to exist no where but in the 
regions of Paganism; for it is as opposite to the 
simplicity and godly sincerity of the Christian 
spirit, as darkness is opposite to light. 

The disposition to hunt down heretics, and to 
prohibit religious freedom of investigation, is, if 
possible, worse than Paganism: for itis the very 
spirit which brought a cloud of darkness over 
all Christendom, and injured the benign religion 
of the Saviour, more than the combined powers 
of heathenism and infidelity would otherwise be 
able to injure it. And for a large and magn 
growing denomination to set in against us wit 
such a deadly aim,—to allure away many of our 
friends by their intrigue, and to excite against 
us the suspicions of general society, simply be- 
cause we honestly labor to prevent the cloud of 
clerical darkness from again rising, or from ex- 
tending its gloomy reign over the Christian 
hemisphere, is truly a subject of astonishment 
and indignation. 


And what is most amazing, many of our ac- 
tive friends and coadjutors, who were one with 
us in sentiment, and one with us in the weighty 
apprehensions of coming danger to the interests 
of Christianity, have been allured by the charms 
of episcopal favor,or prevailed on by the jesuiti- 
cal and profound schemes of an ingenious aris- 
tocracy, to abandon our cause, and to assist, 
with the whole weight of their talents and in- 
fluence, to carry into effect the very plans and 
principles, which a few months ago they re- 
varded as endangering the best interests of hu- 
man society! These mysteries of human nature 
have caused us to look abroad upon the word, 
and wonder; but in the name of all that ts true 
and sacred, let them not discourage us, but on 
the contrary, let them combine with other cir- 
cumstances, to nerve us with a resolution which 
draws its energies from heaven, that we will not 
leave truth and right to be buried in the dust, 
by the influence of dastardly delinquency, on 
the one hand, or by that of authoritative man- 
agement on the other. 


Qur views and sentiments above mentioned 
are true, or they are false; if false, there is sure- 
ly talent enough in the church to refute them by 
fair argument; if true, common sense must per- 
ceive that they are too important to be abandon- 
ed for any consideration—for any reward or 
punishment—that this transient world is able to 


We sincerely hope our back-sliding 
riends will reconsider the matter, and magnan- 
imously retrace their steps. If they do not,we 
shall not be surprised to see them before long 
enlisted with our most determined foes: for in 
no other way can they stifle the consciousness 
of their own inconsistency, or secure the ulti- 
mate confidence of their present associates.— 
They probably now pity us, struggling with ad- 
versity, and, as they imagine, sinking into ob- 
scurity; but the day may not be distant, whena 
deliberate survey of our secure and advancing 
ager ye may force them to look back, reluctant- 
y, and remember their former zeal in the same 
noble cause. A. Sunn. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
AMERICAN METHODIST CHRONOLOGY. 
(NO. XI.) 

Now, when I consider the nature of Metho- 
dist Episcopacy as an order, or as the office of 
an order, or grade of an order of ministers, or 
whatever else its supporters may choose to call 
it, and notice the contradictory character of the 
the writings of those who attempt to defend it, 
[ am constrained to say of the whole as Dr. 
Clark said of the book of revelftion, ‘I do not 
understand the book.” But it is no difficult 
matter for every one to see that the argument 
from necessity, which is the principle one with 
every Methodist writer on the subject, does not 
support its validity, but demonstrably proves it 
to be both invalid, and inconsistent with its pre- 
tended origin. 

If Mr. Wesley possessed power to confer or- 
ders, from whom did he receive it? If he pos- 
sessed it by virtue of his office, as presbyter in 
the church of England, then the bishops of that 
church, when they ordained him a presbyter, 
conferred on him power to ordain others, though 
they at the same time professed not to confer 
such power, and though the established order 
of their church forbid their doing so. If the 
example of the primitive church authorised him 
to exercise the ordaining power, in ordaining 
one of his own order a third time, then the fact 
of Bishops and presbyters being the same order 
in the primitive church, must have authorized 
him to create an order which did not exist in 
the primitive church at all. But he did not con- 
sider himself invested with such power by the 
church to which he belonged, for he considered | 
ita violation of the established order of the na- 
tional church, to which' he belonged, to ordain 
even elders or deacons. He could not have 
considered himself empowered, by the exam- 
ple of the primitive church, to confer on any 
man a third order, because, a3 he states in his 
letter, he was convinced that bishops and pres- 
byters, in the primitive church, are the same 
order. If then he created a third order, or only 
a grade superior to elders, by ordaining Dr. 
Coke, and the fact of his being the founder of 
the Methodist societies, gaye him power to 
create such an order or grade, then that fact 
gave him power to do what neither the example 
of the primitive.church, nor the church to which 
he belonged, could authorise him to do. But, 
in denying the jurisdiction of bishops in the 
church to which he belonged, he denied. his 
own, being inferior to them. For, if neither 
the state nor the hierarchy of England dared to 
entangle the American Methodists, by giving 
them a bishop ordained by bishops, surely a 
presbyter, subject to both, shoald not dare to 
entangle them with an Episcopacy created by 
himself; and created by himself, too, only be- 
cause he could not prevail upon an English 
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bishop to do it for him. But if the American 
Methodists were, as he states in his letter, at 
full liberty simply to follow the scriptures and 
the primitive church, and he judged it best that 
they should stand fast in that liberty wherewith 
God had so strangely made them free, then, his 
attempt to subject them to an episcopacy Creat- 
ed by himself, and intended to be subject to 
himself, must have entangled them with a power 
inferior and subject to the hierarchy, while he, 
at the same time, says, God had so strangely 
made them free from that hierarchy. It fol- 
lows then, that the only change they experienced 
was, being freed from the hierarchy of England, 
they were subjected to one who was himself in 
subjection to that hierarchy. Seeing, then, that 
Mr. Wesley could not have derived power from 
either of the above sources to create an episco- 
pacy, witliout involving the grossest absurdities, 
it follows, if he did create an episcopacy for 
America, that he acted without authority from 
either the church to which he belonged, or from 
the example of the primitive church. And be- 
sides, it would appear that lis professing to be- 
lieve that bishops and presbyters are the same 
order in the primitive church, was only a cover 
for his act of usurping the power of bishops 
while he created Episcopal authority to exercise 
the ordaining power in the Methodist church in 
America. Ii, then, the authenticity and con- 
sistency of Methodist Episcopacy are to be es- 
tablishied by the recommendation of Mr. Wes- 
ley, either as contained in the above letter, or 
any other document proceeding from him, the 
foundation is rotten. The language of the let- 
ter itself proves it to be rotten. 

Mr. Wesley states in his letter, that some 
thousands of the people in the United States 
desired his advice. Then, as a minister of that 
church from whose jurisdiction those people had 
been made free, he had a right to give advice. 
But to go farther than to advise, was assuming 
to do what he was not desired to do; and of 
course, to act without authority. He farther 


cans, and the relation wherein I stand to all 
the Methodists; I am, under God, the father of 
the whole family. Therefore, I materially care 
for you all, in a manner no other man can do. 
Therefore, I in a measure provide for you all; 
for the supplies which Dr. Coke provides for 
you, he could not provide, were it not for me; 
were it not, that I not only permit him to col- 
lect, but support him in so doing. 

But one point, my dear brother, I am a little 
afraid both the Dr. and you differ from me. I 
study to be little, you study to be great; I creep, 
you strut along. I found a school, you a col- 
lege. Nay, and call it by yourown names! O 
beware! Do not seek to be something. Let 
me be nothing, but Christ be all in all. 

One instance of this your greatness has given 
me great concern. How can you, how dare 
you suffer yourself to be called a bishop? 1 
shudder, I start, at the very thought. Men may 
call me a knave, or a fool, a rascal, a scoundrel, 
and I am content; but they shall never, by my 
consent, call mea bishop! for my sake, for 
God’s sake, for Christ’s sake, put a full end to 
this! Let the Presbyterians do what they 
please, but let the Methodists know their call- 
ing better. | 

Thus, my dear Franky, I have told you all 
that is. my heart, and Jet this, when I am no- 
more seen, bear witness how sincerely 

I am your affectionate friend and brother, 

Joun Wes.Ley. 


We will conclude on this subject with an 
item that deserves notice. It will exhibit facts 
which correspond with the sentiments contain- 
ed in the above letter, and also with the senti- 
ments contained in Dr. Coke’s letter to Brother 
White. We give these facts because they 
come through a channel of the highest respecta- 
bility, both for veracity and strong attachment 
to the true interests of the Methodist church. 
They were stated by Gov. Basset, (who in 1784 
way’one of the executive council of the state 
of Delaware) to a gentleman of undoubted ve- 


states, that in compliance with their request, ‘‘I 
have drawn up a little sketch.” A little sketel 
of what? Surely it ought to be a little sketch of 
advice. But if he recommended and created 
au Episcopacy for the Methodists in America, 
then he in his letter advised them, first to be- 
lieve that bishops and presbyters in the primi- 
tive church were the same order, ard conse- 
quently had the same right to ordain, and that 
he, for peace-sake, and to avoid violating the 
established order of the national church to 
which he belonged, refused for years exercising 
that right. Secondly, he advised them to believe, 
that as there were no bishops who had legal ju- 
risdiction in America, and as his scruples with 
regard to exercising his right to ordain were re- 
moved, he was authorized by the example of 
the primitive church to create a third order by 
-ordaining Dr. Coke a third time, at the same 
time that he advised them to believe that no 
such order existed in the primitive church. 
These absurdities are consequences that must 
follow, if Mr. Wesley recommended or origi- 
nated Episcopacy. . 

2nd. In considering Methodist Episcopacy, 
Supposing that it was adopted in direct oppogi- 
tion to Mr. Wesley’s will, we shall first give h 
own Words, as used in a letter which he wrote 


to Mr. Asbury, in less than four years after epis- 
copacy was adopted. 


Lonpon, Sept 20, 1788. 


_ There is, indeed, a wide difference between 
the relation wherein you stand to the Ameri- 


city, Who communicated them to me. 

When Mr. Asbury received intelligence of 
Dr. Coke’s arrival, and of his intention to meet 
him for the purpose of deliberating upon Mr. 
Wesley's plan for the regulation and govern- 
ment of the societies in America, he called ten 
of the preachers together at Mr. Basset’s house 
on the day he expected Dr. Coke to meet him. 
But the Dr. not coming as was expected, Mr. 
Asbury proposed to the preachers a plan of 
Episcupacy which he had in contemplation. 
Six out of the ten, said Mr. B. opposed it. 
They were then dispersed through the neigh- 
borhood to remain until Dr. Coke should ar- 
rive. He arrived soon after; and, after a per- 
sonal interview with Mr. Asbury, the ten preach- 
ers being again called, Mr. Asbury again pro- 
po%ed to them his plan of an Episcopacy, but 
the same six opposed it as before. And Dr. 
Coke, said Gov. B. also opposed it, saying, it 
would be going further than Mr. Wesley has 
authorized me to go, and of course would dis- 
please ghum. They, however, agreed unani- 


and accordingiy determined to meet in Decem- 
ber following. 

This council was held about ten or twelve 
miles from Mr. White’s, the place at which Mr. 
Asbury was made general assistant by eleven 
preachers. 


1789. 


I have stated in the chart that the Episcopacy 
obtained the legislative power of the church, 


mously to call a conference as soon as possible; | 


and now offer the proof by giving a detail of 
facts in the case. 

The Bishops proposed to the several confer- 
ences a plan for the establishment of a council 
to supersede the convening a general confer- 
ence of all the preachers on the continent. 


They stated they had made it a matter of prayer, 


and believed the plan they proposed to be the 
best they could think of. This was equal to 
saying, the plan we now propose to you is from 
God, and if you reject it, you reject that which 
God has sent you by our hands in answer to our 
prayers. Whether the preachers were influ- 
enced by an argument of this kind or not, Iam 
not prepared positively to assert. But whatever 
may have been the arguments by which they 
were influenced a majority adopted the plan 
proposed by the bishops. The following is a 
copy: 

Question. Whereas the holding of general 
conferences on this extensive continent would 
be attended with a variety of difficulties, and 
many inconveniences to the work of God; and 
whereas we judge it expedient that a council 
should be formed of chosen men out of the 
several districts as representatives of the whole 
connection, to meet at stated times; in what 
manner is this council to be formed, what shall 
be its powers, and what further regulations shall 
be made concerning it? 

Answer Ist. Our bishops and presiding elders 
shall be the members of this council; provided, 
that the members who form the council be never 
fewer than nine. And if any unavoidable cir- 
cumstance prevent the attendance of a presid- 
ing elder at the council, he shall have authority 
to send another elder out of his own district to 
represent him; but the elder so sent by the ab- 
senting presiding elder, shall have no seat in the 
council without the approbation of the bishop 
or bishops, and presiding elders present. And 
if, after the above-mentioned provisions are com- 
plied with, any unavoidable circumstance, or 
any contingencies reduce the number to less 
than nine, the bishop shall immediately summon 
such elders as do not preside, to complete the 
number. 

2ndly. These shall have authority to mature 
every thing they shall judge expedient. 1. To 
preserve the general union: 2. To render and 
preserve the external form of worship similar in 
all our societies through the continent. 3. To 
preserve the essentials of thes Methodist doc- 
trines and discipline pure and uncorrupted: 4. 
To correct all abuses and disorders: And, last- 
ly, they are authorised to mature every thing 
they may see necessary for the good of the 
church, and for the promoting and improving 
our colleges and plan of education. 


ddly. Provided nevertheless, that nothing 


shall be received as the resolution of the coun- 
cil, unless it be assented to unanimously by the 
counil; and nothing, so assented to by the coun- 
cil, shall be binding in any district, til! it has 
been agreed upon by a majority of the confer- 
ence which is held for that district. 

4thly. The bishops shall have authority to 
summon the council to meet at such times and 
places as they shalk judge expedient. 

othly. The first council shall be held at Cokes- 
bury On the first day of next December. 


Duties are ours—events are Gud’s. This re- 
moves aa infinite burden from the shoulders of 
a miserable, tempted, dying creature. On this 
consideration only, can he securely lay downhis 
head and close his eyes, Let us do or suffer 
cheerfully whatever God shall place before us. 


| 

| 

| | 
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| 
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DEVOTIONAL. 


‘This is my comfort in my affiiction; for thy word hath 
quickened me.”—Ps. cxix. 50. 

David was encouraged to plead the word of 
promise in prayer, from the recollection of its 
“comfort in” time of “affliction.’? Never, in- 
deed, are the children of God left unsupported 
in such a time, or called to drink a cup of un- 
mingled tribulation. In the moments of their 
bitterest sorrow, they are compelled to stand 
amazed at the tenderness, which is daily and 
hourly, exercised toward them. Whatever our 
affliction may be, we need never be at a loss for 
some word exactly suited to it; and a ‘word 
spoken in due season, how good is it!”* One 
word of God, sealed to the heart, infuses more 
sensible relief, than ten thousand words of man; 
and, when the gracious leadings of the Spirit 
have guided us in the word to an assurance of 
the presence of God in affliction, of the contin- 
ued pity and sympathy of the Lord in the most 
severe dispensations, and of their certain issue 
to our everlasting good, must not we say of the 
word—**This is our comfort in our affliction?” 
And do not our burdens feel lighter for the sup- 
port of this word, as the channel in which the 
Saviour’s love streams forth on every side, im- 
parting life, refreshment and strength to those 
who, but for this comfort, would have “fainted,” 
and “perished in their affliction?’ This indeed 
was the end for which the Scriptures were writ- 
ten; and such power of snecletlen have they 
sumetimes administered to the afflicted saint, 
that tribulation has almost ceased to be a trial, 
and the retrospect has been the source of thank- 
ful recollection. Only those, however, can ap- 
ply the comfort of the word, who have felt its 
quickening power. Whendead in sin,it quick- 
ened us. When sunk in trouble, it revived us, 
nut, however, by any innate power of its own, 
but by the exhibition of the Saviour as the spring 
of life and consolation. If, therefore, we come 
from the reading of the word without any warmth 
of affection, or any quickening to duty, we have 
surely read it in vain, And thus it always must 
be, except as under the teaching of the Spirit, 
we find that it ‘testifies of him?—*the conso- 
lation of Israel?’—* afflicted in all our affllic- 
tions”—and never failing to uphold with “grace 
sufficient for us.” It ts not, however, the word 
without the Spirit,nor the Spirit generally with- 
out the word, but the Spirit by the word—first 
putting life into the word, and then by the woed 
quickening the soul. ‘The word then is only the 
instrument. The Spiritis the Alinighty agent. 
Thus the work is the Lord’s and nothing is left 
for us, but the exercise of submission and the 
song of praise.— Bridges. 


* Prov. xv. 23.—‘I will show you a privilege | 


that others want, and you have in this case.— 
Such as are in prosperity, and are filled with 
earthly joys, and increased with children and 
friends; though the word of God is indeed writ- 
ten for their instruction, yet to you who are in 
trouble, and from whom the Lord hath taken 
many children, and whom he hath otherwise ex- 
ercised, there are some chapters, some particu- 
lar promises in the word of God, made in an 
especial manner, which would never have been 
yours, so as they now are, if you had had your 
portion in this world likeothers. tis no small 
comfort, that God hath written some Scriptures 
to you, which he hath not to others. Read these, 
and think God is like a friend, who sendeth a 
letter toa whole house and family,but who speak- 
eth in his letter to some by name, that are dear- 
est to him in the house.’—Rutherford’s Letters. 


prevail. 


BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 1832. 


The last General Conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, having most wantonly 
and deliberately assailed the character, motives 
and conduct of the Reformers, i. e. the Metho- 
dist Protestants, thereby evincing an inflexible 
determination to renew and perpetuate hostili- 
ties;'the only alternative left the latter is si- 
lence or defence. Silence which would proba- 
bly be construed into an acknowledgement of the 
truth of their false statements.—Or an open, 
manly, and Christian defence, before the public, 
of the principles, motives, and conduct of the 
Methodist Protestants. We have therefore de- 
termined on the latter. Some of our brethren 
have been compelled to resume their armour, 
and they have taken the sword of truth from 
its scabbard; nor will it be returned thither 
until they shall have penetrated between the 
joints and the marrow of the ecclesiastical 
sophistry of their quondam friends, some of 
whom are now their most bitter and persecuting 
enemies; until they shall have demonstrated to 
the intelligent world taat their covert inuendoes 
are of a malignant character, and their attempt- 
ed public implications of ‘‘Reformers,” public 
slanders. 

We now consider the field of warfare as re- 
newedly entered, and we entertain the utmost 
confidence that our little band wiil put to flight 
the enemies of religious liberty. At the same 
time that we believe due respect will be paid to 
private worth and character, we shall expect a 
full and forcible exposure of official intrigue, 
falsehood, and deception. We pray that the 
bow of Christian liberty may abide in strength 
and that the arrows of its archers may stick 
fast in the hearts of its enemies, producing deep 
sorrow and pain for past errors, and sincere ex- 
hibitions of a better spirit. 

Brethren, in union there is strength. All our 
energies should be concentrated in oneness of 
view and oneness of effort. United, we shall 


The fourth Annual Conference of the Meth- 
odist Protestant church, for the Ohio district, 
will be held in Pittsburg, Penn. on the third 
Tuesday, (18th) of September. 

Georce Brown, Prest. 


THE CHOLERA. 
By reference to the intelligence column it 
will be perceived that this epidemic has reached 
our city. The account furnishes the number of 


deaths reported by the Board of Health for the 


| week. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

VIRGINIA. 

Wyoming, July 27th, 1832. 

| Dear Brother,—May I be permitted once 
more to introduce to the notice of your readers, 
the claims which our Domestic Missionary Socie- 
ties have upon our consideration. There are 
other subjects, Mr. Editor, of equal importance 
to the growing interests of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church; but they are such as I have not 
examined, and if I had, it is highly probable 
they would prove too intricate for cursory ex- 
amination. I therefore leave them for investi- 
gation and illustration to minds possessing more 
leisure, and of ability adequate to their discus- 
sion. In all that I have said, I have aimed at 
nothing more than calling the attention of my 
brethren to some plain thoughts on subjects of 
importance; and subjects that do not require 
one line of metaphysical argumentation, or ab- 
stract investigation; subjects, which do not re- 
quire the mind of a philosopher or theologian 
to understand their practical bearing: subjects, 
which are addressed to the plain common-sense 
portion of our religious community; and sub- 
jects, too, whose whole object is to enlist every 
feeling of every living and thinking member of 
our church. 

One of these subjects is, the necessity of ac- 
tive benevolence in support of Home Missionary 
Societies. But how shall | proceed to lay the 
burthen of this subject upon the minds, and 
weigh it down upon the consciences of each and 
every member of our widely extended work? 
Widely extended, did I say? Aye, here lies the 
difficulty; too widely, and remotely situated are 
many portions of our great interest to harmon- 
ize in our benevolent operations, and sympa- 
thize for the destitution of small but important 
portions of our Zion; portions, from which we 
seldom hear, and because we do not know their 
wants, and feel their necessities, there is no ef- 
fort made to send them help. But do they not 
exist? are there not many societies already or- 
ganized, that have no ministerial supply, and 
who are most literally as sheep having no shep- 
herd? Of this there can be no doubt. There 
is, however, another matter nearly allied to this 
which greatly needs the aid of missionary funds. 
How many are waiting for a messenger to be 
sent out to give assurance, that if they leave 
their present fold, they can be supplied by us. 
To be more expticit,—Will reformers, now in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, who are sup- 
plied with regular preaching, and all the ordi- 
nances of religion, leave those privileges and 
join us, without some assurance of being sup- 
plied with similar blessings? It is doubtful. 
Some may; let them first withdraw, and we will 
then send them ministers. Do they know that 
it is in our power to afford this supply? Certain- 
ly not. It is therefore necessary that each con- 
ference should select suitable men from their 
own body, and send them out either in the 
character of Home, or Conference Missiona- 
ries, to visit new sections and explore new re- 
yions of the district; to organize socicties, and 
report their proceedings. 

In connection with the subject of Home Mis- 
sionary operations, | think some stimulus might 
be given to the benevolent effurts if the several 
boards of managers were to employ agents and 
missionaties, and send them to labour in such 
new portions of the work, and for such a length 


| 


of time, as in their judgment, might seem best. 
This measure I believe succeeds admirably in 
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all other churches except in the Methodist E. 
Church; and why not in ours, where theré is no 
jealousy existing in regard to the rights and 

rivileges of either the laity or ministry. ‘his 
plan is suggested merely as an incentive to be- 
nevolent exertion. Itis always gratifying to 
any society or community, to" have some veice 
in disposing of the funds raised by their own 
benevolence; and as information can be obtained 
through the medium of the Presidents of the 
Annual Conferences, where labourers are most 
needed, where is the impropriety of an appvint- 
ment issuing from the Board of Managers for 
any term of service less than a year? ‘Ihis could 
not be done in regard to the members of an An- 
nual Conference, because they are always sta- 
tioned by the Conference: but there are many 
men among our unstationed ministers who are 
well qualified for such missionary labours, that 
might be both properly and profitably employed 
in destitute portions of our work. 


It has been frequently said, that the history 
of Methodism is the history of missionary op- 
erations. This being admitted, all itinerants 
are in asense Home Missionartes. But the ob- 
ject of:a Home Missionary Society would evi- 
dently be to support labourers, who are bestow- 
ing their services in situations where no pecu- 
niary support could be reasonably expected.— 
Not so with the member of an Anuual Confer- 
ence. He looks to the circuit or station to 
which his labours are confined for his salary and 
expenses. The Hothe Missionary prepares the 
field for the members of the Annual Conference, 
but does not look to the Conference funds, if 
any, for his support. 

f might be objected to Home Missionary As- 
sociations, that the funds given in aid of these 
objects would diminish the contributions to the 
support of the travelling ministers. So far froi 
this, we have ample reasun to believe that the 
amount of benevolence even in this respect 
would be greatly increased. We mightas well 
say that the large amount of benevolent contri- 
butions made annually by the members of the 
Presbyterian and other churches, would dimin- 
ish the salaries of their pastors. But what is 
the fact in this case? ‘That those denominations 
which contribute most liberally to the support of 
the gospel in various plans of benevolence, are 
decidedly the most munificent to their minis- 
ters. We have therefore much cause of encour- 
agement to go on, vigorously and unanimously, 
in organizing and sustaining our Home Mission- 
ary Societies, believing from facts and circum- 
stance too obvious to be denied, that success in 
this plan must to a certain extent ensure success 
in both. Ina A. Easter. 


RELIGIOUS. 


Selected for the Methodist Protestant. 
THOUGYTS ON THE PHRASE, “THRONE OF Gop!” 
[ Concluded. } 


Mr. Editor,—Absence from the city, and em- 
ployment since my return, have prevented my 
earlier close of the subject commenced in my 
last number. The views and reasonings there 
set forth, are fully sustained by the sublime de- 
scriptions of Deity contained in the holy scrip- 
tures, ‘‘Can’st thou by searching find out God? 
can’st thou find out the Almighty to perfection.”’ 
‘‘He is glorious in power,” ‘‘He is the High and 
Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity,” He dwells 
in light unapproachable and full of glory. Great 
is our Lord, and of great power, his greatness is 
unsearchable; his understanding is infinite.” — 
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“Can any thing be too hard for Jehovah?” 
“The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary, there is no searching of his understand- 
ing.’ ‘He doth great things, past finding out, 
and wonders without number.’ ‘He .meteth 
out the Heavens with a span, and comprehend- 
eth the dust of the earth in a measure.” By 
the work of the Lord were the Heavens made, 
and all the host of them by the Spirit of his 
mouth.” “He spake and it was done;—He 
commanded, and it stood fast,’’—*‘'He stretch- 
ed forth the heavens alone, and bringeth forth 
their hosts by number.’’ ‘‘Lo these are parts of 
his ways, but how little a portion is heard of 
him, and the thunder of his power who can un- 
derstand.’ ‘‘Behold,the heavens and the heaven 
of Heavens cannot contain him!’ ‘Thine O 
Lord! is the greatness, and the glory, and the 
majesty, for all in heaven and earth is thine,and 
and thou art exalted above all.’’ ‘Behold the 
heaven,and the heaven of heavens is the Loid’s,”’ 
“Jehovah hath prepared his throne in the heavens, 
and his kingdom ruleth over all.’”’ “I will speak 
of the glorious honor of thy majesty, and of thy 
wondrous works.”’ “Blessed be thy glorious 
name who art exalted above all blessing and 
praise.’ “Thou, even thou art Lord above; 
thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their host, thou preservest them all,and 
the host of heaven worshippeth thee.” ‘Who 
can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? who can 
shew forth all his praise?”’ Boleros Bae Al- 
mighty, we cannot find him out.” ‘He is ex- 
cellent in power,and his glory is above the earth 
and heavens.” 

Such sublime descriptions of the Divine Be- 
ing, which are scattered throughout the Scrip- 
tures, lead us to form the most august concep- 
tions of his creative energy, and plainly indi- 
cate, that itis impossible for the highest created 
intellect to form a more magnificent idea of his 
designs and operations, than what in reality ex- 
ists. In short, though some of the preceding 
views may not precise:y correspond to the facts 
which shall ultimately be found to exist in the 
universe—they ought nevertheless to be enter- 
tained and rendered familiar to the mind, since 
they open a sublime and interesting train of 
thinking; and since they cannot go beyond the 
magnificence of Jehovah's kmgdom, nor be ve- 
ry different from what actually exists in the uni- 
verse. They form a kind of sensible substratum 
of thought for the mind to fix upon, when itat- 
tempts to frame the loftiest conceptions of the 
object of our adoration. It may be laid down 
as a principle which ought never to be over- 
looked in Theology, that our conceptions of the 
grandeur of God are precisely, or at least nearly 
commensurate with our conceptions of the gran- 
deur and extent of his operations throughout the 
universe We all admit that the Deity is infi- 
nite, both in respect of space and of duration. 
But an infinity of empty space, and an infinity 
of duration abstractly considered convey no 
praise or tangible ideas to the mind, to guide it 
in forming distinct conceptions of the Deity or 
of any other beings. It is only when the im- 
mensity of space is considered as diversified 
with an immense variety and multiplicity of ob- 
jects, and when eternal duration is contemplat- 
ed as connected with a constant succession of 
glorious scenes and transactions, that the soul 
of man can expand its views, and elevate its 
conceptions of the incomprehensible Jehovah. 
If these sentiments be admitted, it will follow, 
that the man whose ideas are confined within 
the limits of a few hundred miles, or even with- 


in the range of the globe we inhabit, must have 


his views of Deity confined within the same 
sphere. For we have no sensible measures of 
the attributes of God but those which are deriv- 
ed from the number and extent of his actual op- 
erations. When we attempt to think of Him 
without the assistance of his visible works, our 
thoughts instantly run into confusion, and sink 
into inanity. And since we find, that the mate- 
rial works of God are so ‘great above all mea- 
sure,’ so widely extended, and so magnificent 
in the scale of their operation, it is of the ut- 
most importance, in a religious point of view, 
that the mind accustom itself to range at large 
through the wide extent of creation—to trace, 
by analogy, from what is known, the probable 
magnitude, arrangement, and grandeur of what 
is removed beyond the limits of our vision—to add 
magnitude to magnitude, system to system—and 
motion to motion,till our thoughts are overwhelm- 
ed with the nnghty idea. And though we may oc- 
casionally frame some erroneous or inadequate 
notions when forming our conceptions of cer- 
tain subordinate particulars, yet we need not 
fear that in point of number, magnitude and va- 
riety, our conceptions can ever go beyond the 
realities which exist within the range of univer- 
sal nature, unless we suppose that ‘‘man can 
conceive beyond what God can do.” Such trains 
of thought will tend to expand and elevate the 
mind, and give ita sublime turn of thinking; and 
will naturally produce an ardent desire of be- 
holding a brighter display of the magnificence 
of the Creator in the eternal world. If this 
happy effect should be produced in the minds 
of any of my readers—if from the thoughts here 
embodied, one soul should be led to seek for a 
more full acquaintance with the Great God of 
the Universe, and to strive more earnestly for a 
conformity to his will—I shall be a thousand fold 
compensated for the time and labour employed 
in transcribing them; and shall from thence,draw 
encouragement for future operations. 


B. H. R. 


CHRIST WAS AN ATONING SACRIFICE. 


‘He who derives from this doctrine the small- 
est encouragement to sin, has never either felt 
or understood it as he ought. He has never sur- 
veyed it in its most interesting aspect, in rela- 
tion to the character of God, the demand of his 
law, and the immutable rights of his moral ad- 
ministration. He has never, to speak in the 
language of Scripture, seen the Son in sucha 
manner as to believe on him: and, however he 
may be persuaded of the death of Christ as a 
fact, he is a total stranger to the doctrine of 
Christ crucified. 


If the substitution of the Redeemer in the 
stead of a guilty race be admitted, it is easy to 
perceive that it is the only foundation of human 
hope; and that the attempt to combine it with 
any thing else as the material of justification, 
must necessarily be abortive. Nothing else can 
possibly stand in the same order. ‘The merit of 
the Saviour, arising from his matchless conde- 
scension and love, in becoming ‘obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cruss,’ is of so ele- 
vated and transcendent a kind, as to disclaim all 
association with the imperfections of human vir- 
tue as the basis of justification. The price of 
redemption (to use a Scriptural metaphor) has 
been paid; the justice of God is satisfied; a full 
and complete atonement has been made. Noth- 
ing remains on the part of the penitent sinner 
but to receive the reconciliation, and with the 
emotions of humble gratitude to open his heart 
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to that inspiration of love, which naturally re. 
sults from the reception of so great a benefit. 

The habitual contemplation of the cross of 
Christ will be found the most effectual expedi- 
ent for weakening the power of corruption, re- 
sisting the seductions of the world, and risin 
a te ng into the image of God and the 

eemer. 

It will at the same time Jay the deepest foun- 
dation fer humility. He who ascribes his sal- 
vation to this source wi!l be exempted from eve- 
ry temptation to exalt himself; and while he re- 
joices in the ample ogee made for the par- 
don of his sins and the relief of his miseries, 
he will join with the utmost ardour in the song of 
the redeemed—‘To him that hath loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, and 
made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 


and ever. Amen. 
MISCELLANY. 
CHINA. 


The native Religion of China has been hith- 
erto little known to us. The folluwing is glean- 
ed from Dr. Milner’s Retrospect of the first ten 
years of the English Protestant Mission to China. 

Most of the forms of Mythology,he says,which 
make any figure in the page of history,now exist 
in China; except that all offensive representa 
tions have been avoided. The idolatry of an an- 
cient Canan; of Egypt, of Greece, of Rome, of 
Chaldea, and of India, are all to be found here, 
though with some slight variations. China has 
her Rees, her AZolus, her Ceres, her Escula- 

ius, her Mars, her Mercury, her Neptune, and 
a Pluto, as well as the western pagans. She 
has gods celestial terrestrial and subterraneous— 
gods of the hills, of the valleys, of the woods, 
of the districts, of the family, of the shop, and 
of the kitchen! She adores the gods who are 
supposed to preside over the thunder, the rain, 
the fire; over the grain, over the births, and 
deaths, and over the small pox: she worships 
“the host of heaven, the sun, the moon, and the 
stars.”? She also worships the genii of the moun- 
tains,the rivers,lakes and seas; and birds,beasts, 
&c. She addresses prayers und offers sacrifices 
to the spirits of departed kings, sages, heroes, 
and parents whether good or bad. -Her idols are 
silver and gold, wood and stone and clay; carv- 
el, or molten, the work of men’s hands. Her 
altars on the high hills, in the groves, under the 
green trees; she has set up her idols at the cor- 
ners of the streets, on the sides of the high 
ways, on the banks of canals, in boats, and in 
ships. Astrology, divination, geomancy, and 
necromancy, every where prevail. Spells and 
charms, every one possesses. They are hung 
about the neck, or stitched about one’s clothes, 
or tied to bed posts, or written on the door; and 
few men think their persons, children, shops, 
boats or goods, safe without them. The emper- 
ors of China, her statesmen, her merchants, her 

eople, and her philosophers also, are idolaters. 
Sens though many of the learned affect to des- 
pise their popular superstitions, and to deride 
all worship, except that paid to the great and 
visible objects of nature, heaven and the earth: 
yet their own system is incapable of raising 
them above that which they affect to con- 


temn; and at the hour of death, finding that some 
god is necessary, and not knowing. the false 
gods they pray for their restoration to health, 
and for the rest of their spirits after dissolution, 
and a happy return to the world again. 


THE JEWS. 


In Palestine, of late years, they have greatly 
increased. It is said that not fewer than ten 
thousand inhabit Sophet and Jerusalem, and 
that in their worship they still sing those pathe- 


8} tic hymns which their manifold tribulations have 


inspired; bewailing amid the ruins of their an- 
cient capitol, the fallen city and the desolate 
tribes. In Persia one of them addressed a 
Christian missionary in these affecting words: 
‘I have travelled far; the Jews are every where 
princes in comparison with those in the land of 
Iran. Heavy is our captivity, heavy is our bur- 
den, heavy is our slavery; anxious we wait for 
redemption.” 

History, says an eloquent writer, is the record 
of the past, it presumes not to raise the myste- 
rious vail which the Almighty has drawn over the 
future. The destinies of this wonderful people, 


as of all mankind, are in the hands of the All- 


wise Ruler of the universe; his decrees will 
certainly be accomplished; his truth, his good- 
ness, and his wisdom, will be clearly vindicated. 
This, however, we may venture to assert, that 
true religion will advance with the dissemina- 
tion of sound knowledge. The more enlight- 
ened the Jew becomes, the more incredible will 
it appear to him that the gracious Father of the 
whole human race intended an exclusive faith, 
a creed confined to one family, to be permanent; 
and the more evident also will it appear to him, 
that a religion which embraces within the sphere 
of its benevolence all the kindreds and languages 
of the earth is alone adapted to an improved 
and civilized age. 

We presume not to expound the signs of the 
times, nor to see farther than we are necessarily 
led by the course of events; but it is impossible 
not to be struck with the aspect of the grandest 
of all moral phenomena which is suspended 
upon the history and actual condition of the. 
sons of Jacob. At this moment, they are near- 
ly as numerous as when David swayed the 
sceptre of the twelve tribes; their expectations 
are the same, their longings are the same; and 
on whatever part of the earth’s surface they 
have their abode, their eyes and their faith are 
all pointed in the same direction—to the land 
of their fathers and the holy city where they 
worshipped. Though rejected by God and per- 
secuted by man, they not once, during 1800 
long years, ceased to repose confidence in the 
promises made by Jehovah to the founders of 
their nation; and although the heart has often 
been sick, and the spirit faint, they have never 
relinquished the hope of that bright reversion 
in the latter days, which is once more to estab- 
lish the Lord’s house on the top of the moun- 
tains, and to make Jerusalem the glory of the 
whole world.— World. / | 


Never turn aside from any command, for the 
cross that is in it; for that is the very thing that 
makes it a blessing, and the means of spiritual 
improvement. The Holy Ghost is most, if not 
only, a comforter, in the absence or contempt 
of worldly comforts. It seems better to take 
the measure of our state from a real change of 
desires, and continual progress towards perfec- 
tion, than any sensible communications, joyous 
feelings or high raptures. When men are 
taught to expect these, as the great marks and 
seals of their adoption, the pride of some will 
soon help them to a competent share of them; 
whilst others, less bold, and not willing to out- 
run their own experience, will be thrown into 


grievous perplexities. 


THE MOTHER’S REWARD. 


I saw a little black cloud rising in the western 
horizon. In a few moments it spread over the 
expanse of heaven, and watered the earth with 
a genial shower. I sewa little rivulet start 
from a mountain, winding its way through the 
valleys and meadows, receiving each tributary 
rill which it met in its course till it became a 
mighty stream, bearing on its bosom the mer- 
chandize of many nations, and the various pro- 
ductions of the adjacent country. 


I saw a little seed dropped into the earth, the 
dews descended,the sun rose upon it—it started 
into life. In a little time, it spread its branches, 
and became a shelter from the heat, and the 
“fowls of heaven lodged in its branches.” 


I saw a little smiling boy stand by the side of 
his mother, and heard hin repeat from her lips 
one of the sweet songs of Zion—I saw him 
kneel at her feet, and pray that Jesus would 
bless his dear parents, the world of mankind, 
and keep him from temptation. In a little time, 
[I saw him with the books of the classics under 
his arm, walking alone, buried in deep thought. 
I went into a Sabbath School, and heard him 
saying toa little group that surrounded him, 
“suffer little children to come unto me.” Ina 
few months I went into the sanctuary,and heard 
him reasoning of “righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment tocome.” I looked and saw that 
same mother at whose feet he had knelt, and 
from whose lips he had learnt to lisp the name 
of Emanuel. Her hair was whitened with the 
frosts of winter, and on her cheek was many a 
furrow; but meekness sat on her brow, and 
Heaven beamed in her dim eye, glistening with 
a tear—and | thought I_saw in that tear, the 
moving of a mother’s hedft, while she reverted 
to days gone by, when this Boanerges was first 
putting into life, hanging on her lips, listening to 
the voice of instruction, and inquiring in child- 
like simplicity, the way to be good; and I said, 
this is the rich harvest of a mother’s toil —these 
are the rich sheaves of that precious seed,which 
probably was sown in weeping, and shall bring 
down your grey hairs, not with “sorrow to the 
grave;” butin the harbor of rest you shall look 
down on him,who will ‘arise and call you bless- 
ed,” aud finally greet you where hope is swal- 
lowed up in fruition, and prayer in praise. 


Female Adv. 


EVENING. 


There are two periods in the life of man, in 
which the evening hour is peculiarly interest- 
ing—in youth and in old age. In youth,we love 
it tor its mellow moonlight, its million of stars, 
its thin, rich and soothing shades, its still se- 
renity; amid these we can commune with our 
loves, or twine the wreaths of friendship, while 
there is none to bear us witness but the heavens 
and the spirits that hold their endless sabbath 
there—or look into the deep bosom of creation, 
spread abroad like a canopy above us, and look 
and listen until we can almost see and hear the 
waving wings and melting songs of other worlds. 
To youth evening is delightful, it accords with 
the flow of his light spirits, the fervour of his 
fancy, and the softness of his heart. Evening 
is, also, the delight of virtuous age; it affords 
hours of undisturbed contemplation; it seems an 
emblem of the tranquil close of busy life—se- 
rene, a and mild, with the impress of its 
great Creator stamped upon it; it spreads its 
quiet wings over the grave,and seems to promise 


that all shall be peace beyond it. 
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POETRY. 


WEEP NOT FOR HER. 
BY D. M. MOIR. 


Weep not for her! Her span was like the sky, 
Whose thousand stars shine beautiful and bright, 
Like flowers that know not what it is to die, 
Like long link’d shadeless months of polar light, 
Like music floating o’er a waveless lake, 
While echo answers from the flowery brake, 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her! She died in early youth, 
Ere hope had lost its rich romantic hues, 
When human bosoms seem’d the homes of truth, 
And earth still gleam’d with beauty’s radiant dews. 
Her summer prime waned not to days that freeze, 
Her wine of life was not run to the lees: 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her! By fleet or slow decay 

It never grieved her bosom’s core to mark 
The playmates of her childhood wane away, 

Her prospects wither, and her hopes grow dark. 
Translated by her God with spirit shriven, 


She pass’d, as ’twere on smiles, from earth to heaven: 


Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her! It was not her’s to feel 
The miseries that corrode amassing years, 
’Gainst dreams of baffled bliss the heart to steel, 
To wander sad down age’s vail of tears, 
As whirl the wither’d lealles from friendship’s tree, 
And on earth’s wintry world alone to be: 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her! She is an angel now, 
And treads the sapphire floors of Paracdise, 
All darkness wiped from her refulgent brow, 
Sin, sorrow, suffering, banish’d from her eyes, 
Victorious over death to her appears, 
The vista’d joys of heaven’s eternal years: 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her! Her memory is the shrine 
Of pleasant thoughts soft as the scent of flowers, 
Calm as on windless eve the sun’s decline, 
Sweet as the song of birds among the bowers, 
Rich as a rainbow with its hues of light, 
Pure as the moonshine of an autumn night: 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her! There is no cause of woe, 

But rather nerve the spirit that it walk 
Unshrinklng o’er the thorny path below, 

And from earth’s low defilements keep thee back, 
So when a few ficet swerving years have flown, 
She’ll meet thee at Heaven’s gate—and Icad thee on: 

Weep not for her! 


LINES. * 
BY REV. GEORGE CROLY. 


When eve is purpling cliff and cave, 
Thoughts of the heart, how soft ye flow! 
Not softer on the western wave 
The golden lines of sunset glow. 


Then all by chance of fate removed, 
Like spirits crowd upon the eve;— 
The few we liked,—the one we loved— 

And the whole heart is memory. 


And life is like this fading hour; 
Its beauty dying as we gaze; 
_ Yet, as the shadows round us lower, 
_ Heaven pours above, the brighter blaze. 


When morning sheds its gorgeous dye, 
Our hope—our heart to earth is given; 
But dark and lonely isthe eye 
That turns not, at its close, to Heaven. 


‘ 


INTELLIGENCE. 


CHOLERA. 

Battrmore.—The number of Deaths from the Cholera 
for the week, ending Monday, Aug. 20, were 54—of 
which 25 were colored persons, and with few excep- 
tions, all were either of intemperate habits, or had been 
imprudent in their diet. 

Battrmore, 20th August 1832. 

At a meeting of the Sanatary Committees, all the 
wards being represented, it was 

Resolved unanimously, That the Mayor and Board of 
Health be requested to cause an address to be printed 
in hand bills, and posted up at the corners of the streets 
and market houses, advising the citizens to refrain from 
the purchase and eating of the following articles:— 


Water-melons, Cucumbers, Green Corn, Cantelopes, 
Musk-melons, Cabbages, Crabs, and all unripe fruit. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
Cases Deaths 
August 16th, 94 30 
17th, 90 26 
18th, 74 18 
19th, 49 11 
20th, 54 18 


There were 500 deaths in the city for the week end- 
ing 19th, of which 282 were of Cholera. 


NEW YORK. 
Cases Deaths 
August 16th, 79 26 
17th, 90 26 
18th, 74 18 
19th, 56 18 
20th, 57 13 


Brooklyn, Aug. 17.—New cases of cholera, 12; deaths 
7. New cases in hospital, 2—no deaths. 

A young lady at Brooklyn, who was well on Wednes- 
day, indulged in eating apples; she was seized with 
cholera next morning, and at noon was numbered with 
the dead. 

Albany, Aug. 16th.—12 new cases, 8 severe, and 5 
deaths. 10 of the cases in private practice; 2 in the 
central hospital. 

Troy.—Reported 14th and 15th, 3 deaths; and on the 
16th, 3 deaths. 

Rochester —New cases 13th, 10; deaths 1; 14th, new 
cases 23; deaths 7. : 

Buffalo.—On the 12th inst. 6 new cases, 1 death.— 
13th, 3 new cases, 5 deaths. 


WASHINGTON CITY. 
One case and one death occurred on the 12th inst. 


VIRGINIA. : 
Norrork, 12th Aug. 


The Board of Health reports for the 24 hours ending 
this day at noon, from the returns of the physicians as 
far as received— 

93 new cases of Cholera, 

Deaths, new cases, 

Do. former cases, 


aN 


Total deaths 
Of which 3 were white and 11 colored persons, 


Nonrork, 15th Aug. 
The Board of Health reports, for the 24 hours end- 
ing this day at noon, 


51 new cases of Cholera 8 
Deaths—of new Cases 6 
Total 14 


Of which 8 were white and 11 colored persons. 


We have much gratification in learning from Ports- 
mouth, that the disease is rapidly abating. 

On Saturday last there were only eight new cases; 
from Sunday morning to Monday morning half past 9 
o’clock, jive new cases, and from Monday morning to 
this morning at the same hour, five new cases. Total 
new cases in the last 72 hours, 18, 

Of these and previous cases there have died in the 
same period only eight. 


MISSOURI. 


Cholera in St. Louts.—The Missouri Free Press of 
the 12th of July, states that the Cholera is raging in 
the City of St. Louis, and that a great many of fatal 
cases had occurred. | 
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Our Southern customers and patrons will oblige us 
by remitting in either U. States Bank or its branches— 
Virginia, Maryland, Philadelphia, or New York notes. 
We have had to lose as high as 10 per cent on some 
Southern Bank paper. Our losses compel us to solicit 
their kind attertion to this subject—having no doubt 
but they are unacquainted with our sacrifices. 


MOSHEIM’S CHURCH HISTORY. 

The first volume of Mosheim’s & Coote’s Church 
History is just published by the Book Agent, and con- 
tains 429 pages of closely printed matter on a fine 
royal octavo paper. The second volume will be issued 
in four weeks, and will contain about 460 pages. The 
whole work, as published in England, in five volumes, 
will be contained in this edition of two volumes. The 
Agent would prefer sending out the two volumes to- 
gether. He will, however, cheerfully forward the first 
volume to those who prefer to receive the volumes as 
issued. 

Our friends, who have received subscribers, will 
oblige us by sending on their orders, and the work shall 
be forwarded. Allowances will be made at the ratio 
proposed in the prospectus whether they exceed or 
are under six copies. We hope to hear as early as 
possible from all to whom prospectuses were sent—and 
to receive orders from all others who feel an interest in 
disposing of this very valuable work. 


TERMES. 


Three Dollars for the year’s subscription, if not paid 
by the first of July. 

Two Dollars will be expected of all who pay at the 
time of ordering the paper, and will entitle the subscrib- 
er to receive the paper for the entire year. All new 
subscribers are required to pay at the time of sub- 
scribing. 

Two Dollars and Fifty Cents will entitle the present 
subscribers to the paper for the year, if paid before the 
first day of July, next.—Fifteen Dollars remitted for 
new subscribers in advance, will entitle the person re- 
mitting to one copy gratis for the year. 
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